Annual Report for 3/06 – 3/07
Spatial Analysis and Modeling Specialty Group

The Association of American Geographers

I. Mission Statement

Our mission is to foster and maintain interaction, cooperation and community among individuals interested in the analysis of geo-referenced data, modeling of spatio-temporal processes and the use of analytical and computational techniques in solving geographic problems. The specialty group promotes the scientific study of physical, environmental and socioeconomic geography and the development, use and teaching of analytical cartography, geographic information systems (GIS), remote sensing, spatial statistical, mathematical and computational techniques for spatial analysis.

II. Membership Dues

Regular: $3

Student: $1

III. Board

Chair – Mark Horner, Florida State University (term expires 2009)

Vice Chair/Treasurer – Fahui Wang, Northern Illinois University (term expires 2007)

Board member - Phaedon Kyriakidis, University of California, Santa Barbara 

(term expires 2007)

Board member – Steven Manson, University of Minnesota (term expires 2008)

Board member – Darla Munroe, Ohio State University (term expires 2009)

Student representative – Scott Bridwell, University of Utah (term expires 2008)
IV. Accomplishments, Activities, Future Plans and Directions

Transitions

With the election of the new Chair, Mark W. Horner, the SAM web page was moved from George Mason University to Florida State University (FSU).  Thanks go to David Wong, outgoing Chair, for his assistance with the transition.  The new SAM web pages are hosted by the Department of Geography at FSU. Graduate student Joni Downs will help maintain the SAM web pages. 
National Meeting

SAM will be quite visible in San Francisco, CA at the AAG Annual Meeting, April 17-21, 2007. Twenty-six (26) paper sessions are sponsored or co-sponsored by SAM.  This compares to thirty-one (31) paper sessions in 2006 and 24 in 2005.  These paper sessions include two Student Paper Competition sessions organized by Vice Chair/Treasurer, Fahui Wang. A total of 122 papers will be in sessions under the SAM category, as compared to 154 papers in 2006 and 94 in 2005. In addition, there are four panel sessions planned (up from three panel sessions last year) and a plenary session. This year, we did not have enough entries to organize the Emerging Scholar Paper Competition. Also, the Chair organized two sessions.  The vast majority of sessions were organized by SAM members, which reflects our high participation rates. 

As in previous years, the plenary session has been organized by Alan Murray, The Ohio State University and Editor of Geographical Analysis. The plenary speaker will be Luc Anselin of the University of Illinois. The reception after the plenary session will be sponsored by Geographical Analysis. Thanks to Alan for his continued support.

Elections

At the business meeting of the Annual AAG meeting in San Francisco, SAM will elect new officers for the following positions:
Vice Chair/Treasurer – Fahui Wang’s term expires 2007

Board member – Phaedon Kyriakidis’ term expires 2007

The Chair sent notice to SAM members in mid February 2007 regarding these upcoming vacancies.  Nominations for these positions are being taken until the San Francisco meeting.  Following usual procedure, nominees will attend the SAM business meeting in San Francisco, where they will introduce themselves to the membership and discuss their potential contribution(s) to SAM and the broader AAG.  Upon discussion of all candidates and their qualifications, a vote will be taken.
Subcommittees

Two important subcommittees formed in 2005 continue to perform key tasks for SAM.

Communication Subcommittee: Steve Manson (U. Minnesota), Chair; Edmund Zolnik (George Mason University); Tony Grubesic (U. Indiana)

Paper Competition Subcommittee: Fahui Wang (Northern Illinois U.), Chair; Mark Horner (Florida State U.) and Scott Bridwell (U. Utah)

The Communication Subcommittee has taken charge of communications issues among SAM members, and the Paper Competition Subcommittee organizes paper competitions at all levels. 
Newsletters
Thanks to the members of Communication Subcommittee for reviving the SAM newsletter.  The first new issue was published at the end of 2005, and 2-3 issues a year have been published since.  Issues are available on the SAM website. 

V. Membership and Participation

Membership numbers:

2007 -708 (Mar. 1, AAG SG Website: 327 Student Members, 381 non-student members)

2006 – 750 (Feb 28, AAG SG Website: 413 student members, 337 non-student members)

2005 – 716 (according to the AAG mailing list)

2004 – 200 

2003 – 427 (unofficial)

2002 – 366

2001 – 261

2000 – 204

1999 – 219

1998 – 244

1997 – 285

1996 – 339

1995 – 309

Current balance: $ 3,517.45 (3/5/2007)
VI. Discussion Item: Encouraging Undergraduate SAM Participation
SAM issued calls for papers for the 2007 meeting which included an expanded student paper competition.  Specifically, SAM members structured the call to include sessions featuring the work of undergraduates.  However, there was not sufficient response to the call such that holding a competition was possible.  The Chair of SAM wishes to discuss approaches for attracting student interest with other members at the annual business meeting. 

Other issues may come before the group before the meeting, and if so, they will be added to the SAM discussion agenda. 

Respectfully submitted,

Mark W. Horner
March 7, 2007
